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| NT. CAPSULE - SPACE

SAM wakes up, yawns -- not in pain.
PCD (0S)
Good afternoon, Sam
SAM
(scoffs)

Afternoon! Let’s get sone lights
on. Was | asl eep?

POD (0S)
You wer e unconsci ous.

SAM
Unconsci ous? How?

PCD (0OS)
The contact between the ventra
command board, and your head,
Sam

Sam checks his head -- no bl ood.

PCD (0S)
| adm ni stered nedi ci ne, Sam

SAM
What happened? How did | bang ny
head -- hold on; why am | stil
in the capsul e? Training s over.

POD (0S)
W ej ected, Sam

SAM
Ejected...? Let ne see.

He flicks a switch, and the w ndow opens, revealing SPACE
outside. Nothing else in sight.

SAM
Where's the ship? It’s not on
scopes -- did we drift out?

POD doesn’t answer.

SAM
Did we drift out? Pod, where’'s
t he ship?

POD (0S)

There was an i nci dent.
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SAM
Where' s the ship? Show ne.
(no answer)
Renmenber our tal k, Pod: Show ne
t he ship.

POD (OS)
Pl ayback of external feed.

The SCREEN shows a SHI P in deep space. It EXPLODES. The
screen goes bl ack.

SAM
... \What happened?

POD (0S)
Readi ng suggest a cascade power
failure in the starboard fusion
coils. Fail-safes triggered the
| aunch of the capsule.

SAM
.So, there are other capsul es?
POD (0S)
Negati ve.
SAM

No, but others nust have ejected!
Maybe the, the blast shiel ded
themfromthe scopes -- try a
different frequency.

POD (0S)
The capsul es do not appear on any
frequency.

SAM
Wel |l have you tried themall?

POD (0S)
The capsul es do not appear on any
frequency.

SAM
Try them all

Pause. Sil ence.

POD (0S)
" msorry, Sam

SAM
Sorry. Yeah, you're sorry -- the
speaki ng cl ock.
(pause; gathers hinself)
Okay. What do we have? No ship.
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Sam whi st |

Pod doesn’

Si | ence.

POD (0S)
The capsul e is secure.

SAM
Food? Water? Stins?

POD (0S)
The capsule is fully stocked,
m nus the supplies consuned
during your training nodule.

SAM
Yeah, training. Nothing useful.
Ckay. How far out are we, Pod?

POD (0S)
Twenty mllion, six thousand,
four hundred and
ei ghty-three-point-four mles
fromEarth, Sam

es.

SAM
Pretty far, then.

PCD (0S)
Affirmati ve.

SAM
But it's do-able. Pod? Isn't it?
It's do-able, isnt it?

t answer.

SAM
How | ong? How long wll it take
to get back to Earth?

PCD (0OS)
Si x nont hs, nineteen days and
ni ne hours.

SAM
(distant)
kay, that’'s a pretty |ong
stretch. Stim packs and
Di senbodi o for conpany -- great.
But not i npossi bl e.

SAM
Pod?
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POD (0S)
Yes, Sanf?
SAM
The |ife-support. How | ong does
it have?
POD (0S)
Are you sure you wi sh to know,
Sanf
SAM
Pod! Yes.
POD (0S)
Three days- -
SAM
Three days?!
POD (0S)
--and two-and-three-quarter
hour s.
SAM

Thr ee days?!

POD (0S)
And two-and-three-quarter hours--

SAM
Pod, that’s not enough!

PCD (0OS)
Affirmti ve.

SAM
There’s gotta be something you
can do! Backup generator! Uhh,
flush the, the cyclers, do a
reboot - -!

POD (0S)
The life-support systemw || shut
down in three days and
t wo- and-t hree-quarter hours--

SAM
| know

Silence. Sam cl oses his eyes, breathes.

SAM
Can we send a nessage?
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Sam f aces

POD (0S)
Negative. There is too nuch
interference fromorbiting
satellites.

SAM
Great. Doonmed by white noise. Can
we send out the black box?

POD (0S)
W have no approach vector.

SAM
Just aimus at the Earth! It’s
the big, blue ball in front of
t he Sun!

POD (0S)
We have no approach vector.

SAM
Ri ght. No approach vector. Fire
it anyway, Pod.

POD (QS)
W have no--

SAM
Pl ease. Just fire it anyway.

PCD (0OS)
Affirmative. Wuld you like to
record a nessage, Sanf

SAM
Sure. Wy not ?

POD (0S)
Activating record node.

the screen, | ooks | ost.
SAM

Well. Unhh. | dunno what to say.
My nmessage back to Earth.

(shrugs)
How s the weather? It’s sunny up
her e.
(pause)
| don’t know what to say, Pod.
PGD (0S)

Wul d you like to record a
nmessage for your famly, Sanf?
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SAM
No. O course | wouldn't. |
shoul d be down there with them

Pod -- | should be back in London
with Mum and Jenny -- oh, Jenny.
(pause)

| had to go. Space. The final
frontier. Look at ne; how could I
turn it down?

(beat)
It was beautiful. The first day.
Launched from Houston, all the
ot her ships waiting up there, and
| | ooked back. ..

(beat)
In all the pictures it |ooks
smal |, but it was so big. So

beautiful. The Atlantic, covered
in rainclouds. The whol e of
Anerica, all the states just
lying there. England, too,
somewhere; silly, tiny little
thing. It made ny life.

He turns away.

SAM
| can’t, Pod. Switch it off.

POD (0S)
Are you sure, Sanf

SAM
Just switch it off.

The SCREEN goes bl ack. Sam holds his head in his hands.

EXT. CAPSULE - SPACE
The CAPSULE drifts.

| NT. CAPSULE - SPACE
SAM pressing buttons, trying to hack the system

SAM
It won’t let me reroute power
fromthe auxiliaries, Pod.

POD ( CS)

The auxiliaries are supposed to
have power, Sam
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SAM
Yeah, but not right now. | can
feed it into the oxy-tank.

PCD (0S)

The systemwon’t allowit, Sam
SAM

Vel what else can | do?
PCD (0S)

You coul d finish your nessage.
SAM

If | could get outside, | mght

be able to unhook the couplings
manual | y, and swap t hem over. .

POD (0S)
You shoul d get sone rest, Sam

SAM
| " m not sleeping, Pod. |I’'ve got
three days, |I’mnot wasting a
second on sl eep!

POD (0S)
It’s inportant for your
wel | -being, Sam | am programed
to | ook after you.

SAM
Yeah, ne too.

He goes back to work. Somethi ng beeps. The background
noi se slowy increases.

SAM
What’s that? A sub-routine just
activated. Pod?

PCD (0S)
Affirmti ve.

SAM
What did you do?

POD (0S)
You shoul d get sonme rest, Sam

Alarns and lights are going, distracting Sam taking over.

SAM
No, | need to -- keep worKking.
need to get hone... | need--

FIl ash to bl ack.



| NT. CAPSULE - SPACE
SAM wakes up.

SAM
Huh? | fell asleep! Pod, why
didn’t you wake nme up?

POD (0S)
You needed rest, Sam

SAM
| don’t need rest! |'"mnot on a
holiday! | can’'t waste tine.
PCD (0S)

| have been nonitoring al
systens and frequencies in your
absence.

SAM
It’s no good sitting there
nmonitoring things, Pod! W’ ve got
to do sonet hi ng!

POD (0S)
| have been doi ng nmany things.

SAM
Pod...? If you start whistling,
" mgoing to di sconnect you.

POD (OS)
| amonly trying to | ook after
you, Sam

SAM

I’mfine. It’s this damm capsul e
that’s the problem -

(he halts)
My arm doesn’t hurt.

POD (0S)
| amglad to hear it.

SAM
No, ny armdoesn’t hurt. | got a
cut when | was working under the
consol e earlier.

He rolls up his sleeve -- no cut.

SAM
How | ong have | been sl eepi ng?
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Si | ence.

9.
POD (0S)
Seven hours and twenty-three
m nut es.
SAM

kay, cuts don’t heal that
qui ckly. What have you done?

PGD (0S)
| am | ooking after you, Sam

SAM
You' re druggi ng ne!

POD (0S)
| am adm ni stering nedici ne.

SAM
You sent me to sleep! Did you
knock ne out as well?

PCD (0S)
Negative. That was not a result
of the nedicine. I do not like to
see you hurt.

SAM
Wonderful, the Tin Man’s found a
heart. Pod, | don’t need you
maki ng decisions for ne. | need
to keep wor ki ng!

POD (0S)
Wy, Sanf

SAM
Because I’'mgoing to die! If |
don’t get out of here, |1’ m going
to tunble off into space--!

POD (0S)
That cannot be prevented, Sam

SAM
God dam it, show a bit of
conpassi on!

PCD (0S)
|'mafraid | cannot do that, Sam

SAM
|"msorry, Pod. Don't worry --
not that you can worry -- it’s

all right. Not your fault.
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POD (0S)
Affirmative.

SAM

(al nost a | augh)
Smug.

(pause)
I1’d like to finish ny nessage
now, Pod.

POD (0S)
Affirmative. Resum ng record
node.

SAM

(into screen)
H . Me again. Lost in space.

Well, I've got a day or so left
by now, so there's still time. |
guess |I'Il keep drifting. M ght

make it to Earth in the end --

mght mss it conpletely. Wo

knows? No approach vector.
(pause)

| think it’s all right, though.

m ght find sonething. A wormhol e,

or sonething. I mght cone out on
t he ot her side.
(pause)

| love you. And I’ m gonna m ss
you very nmuch. Bye, then. Pod?

POD (OS)
Message saved. Shall | eject the
bl ack box now, Sanf

SAM
Sur e.

POD (0S)
Initiating eject sequence.
Ej ecti ng.

Sam wat ches the BLACK BOX drift off into space.

POD (0S)
Can | ask you a question, Sanf

SAM
Go for it.

POD (0S)
How do you feel ?

SAM

|’d rather you asked ne what ny
favourite col our is.
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POD (0S)
Affirmative. Sam what is your
favourite col our--?

SAM
(1 aughs)
No, it’s all right. I don’t know
how | feel, Pod. It’s... a bit

difficult for ne to tell

POD (0S)
| f not you, Sam then who el se?

SAM
It’s not like that. Al those
stars, all those gal axies --
that’s what | feel. A big,

whirling, brilliant ness spinning
around forever. It’s too big,
Pod. 1"mgoing to die in |ess
than a day’s tinme. | can’t
process it. Not enough space.
POD (0S)
| don’t think I understand, Sam
SAM
No, neither do |I. How do | feel?
Honestly, Pod... | don’t know.

EXT. CAPSULE - SPACE
The CAPSULE drifts on, into the darkness.
FADE OUT



